PS 3210-001: International Relations
Middle Tennessee State University
Spring 2017
TH 1:00 – 2:25 PM PM, PH 205

Instructor: Vanessa A. Lefler
Office: 251 Peck Hall
Phone: 615-494-7679
Email: vanessa.lefler@mtsu.edu
Office Hours: Mondays 1:00 - 4:00 PM, Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM; or by
appointment.
To make an appointment, visit: https://vlefler.youcanbook.me.

Course Overview
The goal of this course is to introduce you to the central processes and perspectives in international
relations. Particular attention will be paid to the analytic tools that are fundamental understanding
the forces that move contemporary global politics.
We will achieve these goals by attempting to answer such questions as: What are the dominant theoretical points of view on international relations? What factors influence foreign policy decisionmaking? What makes democracies seem to be less belligerent than authoritarian regimes? Why
do states go to war? What functions do international organizations serve in global politics? Why
do states (and other actors) engage in foreign investment and sovereign borrowing? Are there any
negative effects of economic liberalization?
Along the way, we will also introduce and incorporate the fundamentals of international relations,
including theories and paradigms, methods of analysis, and sources of evidence and inference.
By the end of the semester, students in this course should have a clearer comprehension of international relations and analytic approaches to studying political problems.
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Course Resources
Required Readings
We have one required text for this course:
• Kinsella, David, Bruce Russett, and Harvey Starr. 2012. World Politics: The Menu for
Choice. 10th Edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. ISBN: 978-1-111-77201-7.
There will also be, from time to time, some assigned readings from outside our textbook. These
will typically be either .pdfs or websites and will be linked in D2L.
Recommended Readings
Though there is just one required text for this course, I also recommend that you obtain a copy of a
world atlas (I usually use Google Maps) so that you can look up the location of different countries
that we will make reference to throughout the term.
If you want to have some practice at learning world geography on your mobile device (e.g., smart
phone, tablet), I recommend the EnjoyLearning World Map Puzzle by Digital Gene. It is free and
available for Android and Apple devices.
Recommended readings may also appear in the syllabus. These are optional for you to read, though
the instructor will refer to them throughout the term.
Current Events: News and Blogroll
Additionally, you should read the news for current events in international relations. Sources you
might consult include:
Daily News
The New York Times
BBC News: World
The Financial Times
The Wall Street Journal

Periodic News
The Economist
Foreign Policy
Foreign Affairs

If you find yourself asking, “How does this academic stuff apply to actual, real-world events?” a
few, excellent media outlets that apply political science research to current events are:
Academic Blogs
Political Violence @ a Glance
Duck of Minerva
The Monkey Cage

Practitioner Blogs
Council on Foreign Relations
USIP: The Olive Branch
Voices @ FP
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On the academic side, the writers are generally scholars of international relations; on the practitioner side, most of the contributors are people who work or have worked in the field. Most
government and international organization websites also sponsor blogs or regularly post briefs that
can give you more insight into the world politics applications.
Software & Hardware
In order to complete many of the assignments throughout the semester, I recommend you obtain
the following software programs:
• Spreadsheet software: Typically, this means Excel (Microsoft), but there are other, free versions as well, such as LibreOffice, that work just as well.
I advise against relying solely on Google Drive’s spreadsheet program because it cannot
perform all of the functions that will be required.
• PowerPoint presentation software: I make an effort to post the lecture notes on D2L before
each class meeting. I use PowerPoint, which is freely available to you from the University.
• Prezi presentation software: I will also be delivering some material through on-line lectures,
recorded using Prezi. Therefore, you will need to have a reliable internet connection to
access these materials.

Course Expectations
Notifications
All course information will be shared on the course website, D2L. It is expected that you check
this page regularly to keep track of assignments, discussion topics, and updates. Occasionally,
information will also be sent through e-mail. You should, therefore, also be in the habit of checking
your MTSU e-mail.

Coursework
Your grade will be based on 3 international relations labs and 2 exams.
There is no research paper project for this course, but you should still expect to write quite intensively – and frequently – for this course.
All assignments (unit lab analysis papers and short exercises) will be turned in electronically to
D2L. Deadlines will be announced in class and on D2L.
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Below, the course summary briefly describes the format and point values for each assignment.

Obligation
Unit Exams
IR Unit Labs

Summary of Coursework
Format
Multiple choice, short-answer, and essay
In-class exercises along with 700-1200 word
page analysis paper.

Contribution
to Final Grade
60 points each
30 points each

Exams (2 – 60 points each)
There will be two (2), non-cumulative exams. Each exam will consist of 15 multiple choice questions, worth 2 points each, three short-answer questions worth 5 points each, and one essay question worth 15 points.
The exams will cover material assigned in readings and discussed in class. One week before each
exam, the instructor will announce two essay questions. On the day of the exam, one of these essay
questions will be randomly selected for you to answer.
International Relations Unit Labs (3 – 30 points each)
Throughout the term, we will delve deeper into the field of International Relations in what is called
International Relations Lab. One goal of this class is to encourage you to engage the material
we study analytically – that is, by gathering evidence about different phenomena and making
inferences about their roles and effects in global politics. It is through these labs that we will
approach International Relations in a more hands on way.
Each of the three (3) labs will be structured somewhat differently, however, they share some general
features. Each will be introduced during class time, either in groups or in a computer lab. You may
be instructed on a new method of inquiry and then asked to replicate various analyses, or you may
be given a research task.
After the lab is completed, you will be assigned to write an analysis paper that applies your investigation to the relevant unit topic. These analysis papers will be 700-1200 words in length,
double-spaced, using 1-inch margins and a standard 12-point, serif font (e.g., Times New Roman,
Helvetica). Lab papers will be turned in through D2L and must be submitted in .pdf format.
Papers not submitted in .pdf format will penalized 10%.
Lab dates will be announced at least one week in advance. Students will only be allowed to make
up unit labs if they are absent due to illness, family emergency, or University service (with advance
notice).
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Attendance
I am required to report students with attendance issues to the University. You are expected to attend
every class meeting, having read all of the assigned readings, given thought to the discussion topics
for the day, and prepared to contribute to the class dialogue. If, for whatever reason, you are unable
to attend class, you must inform me in advance in order to be excused. Ultimately, it is your choice
to come to class, but be aware that attendance and participation provide the basis for any decision
to “bump up” grades on the margins (e.g., from a B+ to an A).
Late/Make-Up Policies
Readings are expected to be completed at the beginning of each class period. Deadlines for written
assignments (labs and exercises) will be announced in class and on D2L. Grades for assignments
turned in late will be reduced according to the following rules:
Late Penalties
Obligation
Deduction
Missing Unit Lab without acceptable excuse
20 points
Missing Exam without acceptable excuse
30% of points
Turning in Unit Lab Analysis Paper after due date
30% of points
Turning in Unit Lab Analysis Paper more than one week after All points
deadline
Free Pass: You are allowed one “free pass” to turn in a unit lab analysis paper late. If, for whatever
reason, you are unable to turn in an analysis paper on time, you have up to one week to turn in that
assignment without penalty; no questions asked. This free pass may only be applied to analysis
papers – it may not be used for missed lab dates or exams.
If you must miss a lab date or exam, contact the instructor as soon as possible. Dates may be
re-negotiated under compelling circumstances.

Grading
Students must complete all requirements for this course (analysis papers and exams) in order
to pass this class.
Grades will be calculated according to the following scale, based on all required work.

5

Grade Points Grade
A
>90% B+
B
B-

Points
86.5%
83%
80%

Grade
C+
C
C-

Points
76.5%
73%
70%

Grade
D+
D
DF

Points
66.5%
63%
60%
<60%

Each value represents the lowest percentage of points that you must earn in order to attain the
corresponding grade.

Policies and Conditions
Grade Complaints
Complaints regarding graded assignments will only be taken 24 hours after an assignment has
been returned. Complaints should be submitted in writing and explain the particular discrepancy
and recommend an appropriate recourse. The instructor reserves the right to add or subtract points
on work that is submitted for reconsideration.
Academic Honesty
A copy of the University’s policies on academic misconduct and complaint actions is available
on-line. Read and become familiar with these policies and procedures.
From the Office of Academic Misconduct:
Middle Tennessee State University takes a strong stance against academic misconduct. Academic Misconduct includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, and
fabrication.
...
To be clear going on-line and taking information without proper citations, copying
parts of other student’s work, creating information for the purposes of making your
paper seem more official, or anything involving taking someone else’s thoughts or
ideas without proper attribution is academic misconduct. If you work together on an
assignment when it is not allowed, it is academic misconduct. If you have a question
about an assignment, please come see me to clarify. Any cases of academic misconduct will be reported to the Office of Academic Affairs for violating the academic
honesty requirements in the student handbook. They will also result in failure for the
course. Remember – ignorance is NOT a defense.
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Students caught violating conditions of academic honesty will fail this course and be reported to
university authorities. It is recommended that you retain all notes and drafts of your coursework
until two weeks after final grades are received in order to protect your work.
Classroom Conduct
1. Be respectful of the instructor and other students in the class.
(a) Students using insulting or aggressive language or actions will be asked to leave. Aggressive/insulting language includes ethnic slurs, name-calling, and sexist speech.
(b) Interruptions of any kind will not be acknowledged or tolerated. Silence and put away
all personal electronic devices before class. Tablets and laptops are allowed, but they
should not be used to disrupt from the purpose of the class.
2. This is a political science course, not a political rhetoric course. While political debates relevant to the subjects at hand will be entertained, unnecessary tangents will not. I encourage
you to reach beyond political opinions and use the material presented in lecture and readings
to form analytic perspectives on contemporary politics.
3. I understand the need to stay hydrated and alert throughout the day. Feel free to bring coffee,
soda, bottled water, etc. to class. However, please avoid bringing food to class – especially
on unit lab days. It is often disruptive to course objectives.
Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities should notify the instructor as soon as possible. It is the responsibility of
any student with a disability who requests a reasonable accommodation to contact the Disability
and Access Center. The Disability and Access Center will arrange with the student and instructor
a plan to ensure the student has the opportunities for full participation in the class.
Inclement Weather and Class Cancellation
Sign up for RAVE alerts from MTSU at https://www.getrave.com/login/mtsu to receive notifications related to campus schedule changes. You should also check your e-mail prior to
class to confirm any schedules changes. Last, if the weather is inclement and you do not feel that
you can make it to class, inform me as soon as possible. Do not take unnecessary risks to attend
class.
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Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship Statement
Do you have a lottery scholarship? To retain the Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship eligibility, you must earn a cumulative TELS GPA of 2.75 after 24 and 48 attempted hours and a
cumulative TELS GPA of 3.0 thereafter. A grade of C, D, F, FA, or I in this class may negatively
impact TELS eligibility.
If you drop this class, withdraw, or if you stop attending this class you may lose eligibility for your
lottery scholarship, and you will not be able to regain eligibility at a later time.
For additional Lottery rules, please refer to your Lottery Statement of Understanding form
(http://www.mtsu.edu/financial-aid/forms/LOTFEV.pdf) or contact your MT
One Stop Enrollment Coordinator (http://www.mtsu.edu/one-stop/counselor.php).

Get Connected to Your MTSU Political Science Department!
Students who are the most successful – in their courses, graduating on time, finding jobs and
developing careers in the field, getting into law school and graduate school, and just getting the
most out of their college years – are those who stay informed about all of the opportunities and
events they can take advantage of, and stay connected to the Department and other students.
Please use these resources to both stay informed and stay connected – and succeed.
MTSU Political Science Facebook Page
We use Facebook to notify our students of upcoming events and opportunities (including internships and study abroad) for PS and IR majors and minors.
Please “like” the page so you are always in the loop: MTSU Political Science
Department of Political Science Webpage
This is a huge resource of information on majors, minors, program requirements, faculty contacts,
the Student Handbook, Newsletters, and much more.
Please bookmark the site and check it often and whenever you have questions:
http://www.mtsu.edu/politicalscience/
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PS/IR Student Services Page
This site provides easy access to info on advising, law school, grad school, careers and job search,
study abroad, internships, and much more to help you succeed.
Please bookmark the site and really use it to get the most out of your time in the Department.
http://www.mtsu.edu/ps-ir-student services
Other Resource Tools
Much of this information – program requirements, Student Handbook, Newsletters, upcoming
events, and so on – are available on the racks and bulletin board outside the Departmental Office
in Peck 209.
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Course Outline
1. Introduction
a) Welcome to PS 3210: International Relations
• Welcome!
• Review syllabus
b) International Relations, The Menu for Choice: Opportunity and Willingness
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 1.
• Sheehand and Brocklehurst. 2006. Why International Relations is the Key to All Our Futures. Independent. http://www.independent.co.uk/student/magazines/
why-international-relations-is-the-key-to-all-our-futures409792.html
• Walt. 2014. How to Get a B.A. in International Relations in 5 Minutes. Foreign Policy.
http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/05/19/how-to-get-a-b-ain-international-relations-in-5-minutes/
• Recommended: Musgrave. 2014. Get an International Relations Ph.D. in 5 Minutes.
http://www.paulmusgrave.info/2016/05/13/get-aninternational-relations-ph-d-in-5-minutes/
• Recommended: Sjoberg. 2014. ‘Mansplaining’ International Relations? What Walt Misses.
http://relationsinternational.com/mansplaining-internationalrelations-walt/

2. International Relations Theory, Part 1
a) Introduction and Realism
• Nau, Richard. 2015. Chapter 1: How to Think About International Relations. In Perspectives on International Relations: Power, Institutions, and Ideas. Fourth Edition. Baltimore,
MD: CQ Press.
b) Realism, continued
• Review: Nau. 2015. Chapter 1: How to Think About International Relations.
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3. International Relations Theory, Part 2
a) Liberalism
• Review: Nau. 2015. Chapter 1: How to Think About International Relations.
b) Marxism/Radicalism
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 2, pgs. 21-28.

4. International Relations Theory, Part 3
a) Constructivism
• Review: Nau. 2015. Chapter 1: How to Think About International Relations.
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 2, pgs. 21-28.
b) Conducting International Relations Research: Introduction to the Social Scientific Methods
• Walt, Stephen M. 1998. International Relations: One World, Many Theories. Foreign Policy,
110: 29-32, 34-46.
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 2, pgs. 28-42.
• Recommended: Ghose, Tia. 2013. “Just a Theory”: 7 Misused Science Words. Scientific
American. https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/just-atheory-7-misused-science-words/

5. Foreign Policy Decision-Making, Part 1
a. Overview and Rationalism
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 6.
b) Decision-Maker Personality
• Hermann, Margaret G. and Joe D. Hagan. 1998. International Decision Making: Leadership
Matters. Foreign Policy, 110: 124-137.
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6. Foreign Policy Decision-Making, Part 2
a. Organizational and Bureaucratic Politics
• Review: Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 6.
b. The Cuban Missile Crisis and Foreign Policy Decision-Making
• Science Classic: Graham Allison and the Cuban Missile Crisis. 2013. Tighter Science.
http://www.tighterscience.com/2013/03/science-classicgraham-allison-and.html
• Recommended: Allison, Graham T. 1969. Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis.
American Political Science Review, 63(3): 689-718.
• Ruddy, John D. 2014. Cuban Missile Crisis in 5 Minutes. YouTube video.
https://youtu.be/QtDAQB1sA9k

7. Domestic Politics and International Relations
a) Regime Types and International Behavior
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 5.
• Bruce Bueno de Mesquita: The Five Rules of Power Politics. 2012. Big Think. YouTube
video. https://youtu.be/DON-aM2tze4
b) Domestic Sources of Foreign Policy
• Review: Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 5.

8. Capabilities and Power
a) What is Power?
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 4.
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b) Measuring Power: Keys for Foreign Policy Analysis and Social Scientific Research
• Tellis, Ashely J., Janice Bially, Christopher Layne, and Melissa McPherson. 2000. “Power”
and ’National Power’: Some Conceptual Considerations. In Measuring Power in the Postindustrial Age. Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation. pgs. 13-23.

9. International Conflict
a) What is the State of Conflict in the World?
• Guenhenno, Jean-Marie. 2017. 10 Conflicts to Watch in 2017. Foreign Policy.
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/01/05/10-conflicts-to-watchin-2017/
• Pinker, Steven. 2011/09/24. Violence Vanquished. Wall Street Journal.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/
SB10001424053111904106704576583203589408180
• For More, Watch and Listen: Pinker, Steven. 2007. The Surprising Decline in Violence.
TED Talks. https://www.ted.com/talks/steven pinker on the myth
of violence

10. Interstate War
a) Types of Wars
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 7.
b) Power and Conflict, Two Theories
• Review: Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 7.
• Recommended: Kadera, Kelly M. 1999. The Power-Conflict Story: A Synopsis. Conflict
Management and Peace Science, 17(2): 149-174.
• Recommended: Organski, A.F.K. and Jacek Kugler. 1980. Introduction and Chapter 1:
Causes, Beginnings and Predictions - The Power Transition. In The War Ledger. Chicago,
IL: The University of Chicago Press. 1-63.
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11. International Conflict: Alternative Explanations
a) Economic and Issue-Based Theories
• Review: Kinsella, Russett, and Star. 2012. Chapter 7.
b) Civil War
• Collier, Paul. 2009. The Market for Civil War. Foreign Policy.
http://foreignpolicy.com/2009/11/02/the-market-for-civil-war/
• Pinker, Steven. 2014. Has the Decline of Violence Reversed Since The Better Angels of Our
Nature Was Written? Unpublished Manuscript. Accessed: 13 March, 2017.
http://stevenpinker.com/has-decline-violence-reversed-betterangels-our-nature-was-written

12. International Political Economy: From Conflict to Cooperation
a) Harmony or Collaboration? Why Do Countries Cooperate?
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 10.
b) Are Globalization’s Systemic Effects Generally Positive or Negative?
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapter 13
• Naim, Moses. 2003. The Five Wars of Globalization. Foreign Policy, January/February:
29-38.
• Mallaby, Sebastian. 2005. Saving the World Bank. Foreign Affairs, 84(3): 75-85.

13. International Political Economy: Trade and Interdependence
a) How Can We Know Whether Development Policies Work?
• McArthur, John. 2015. 15 Million Success Stories Under the Millennium Development
Goals. Brookings. https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2015/09/
24/15-million-success-stories-under-the-millenniumdevelopment-goals/
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• Sandbu, Martin. 2015. Critics Question Success of UN’s Millennium Development Goals.
Financial Times. https://www.ft.com/content/51d1c0aa-5085-11e5-8642453585f2cfcd
• Review: Sustainable Development Goals. United Nations Development Programme. New
York, NY: United Nations. http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
sustainable-development-goals/
• For Fun: The Smurfs Are Doing Their Part to Achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.
United Nations Development Programme. New York, NY: United Nations.
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2017/02/
teamsmurfs/
b) Trade: Cooperation and Interdependence
• Kinsella, Russett, and Starr. 2012. Chapters 11 & 12

14. A Conclusion on Trade
a) Why Is Free Trade So Unpopular Yet Championed by Economists?
• Aw, Do We NAFTA? 2016. This American Life. Episode 599. Podcast.
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/599/
seriously?act=3
• Did China Eat America’s Jobs? 2017. Freakonomics Radio. Episode 273. Podcast.
http://freakonomics.com/podcast/china-eat-americas-jobs/
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